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(57) ABSTRACT

A method for tuning a tunable optical transmitter to a target
wavelength includes applying at least one tuning signal to
the tunable optical transmitter to control the tunable optical
transmitter to create an optical calibration signal according
to nominal tuning information for the tunable optical trans-
mitter. The optical calibration signal has a wavelength lying
within a secure wavelength range, and the nominal tuning
information is based on a nominal wavelength dependency
for the tunable optical transmitter. The method also includes
measuring a deviation between an actual wavelength depen-
dency of the tunable optical transmitter and the nominal
wavelength dependency, and determining calibration infor-
mation based on that deviation. The calibration information
is applied to determine a corrected nominal wavelength
dependency from which target tuning information is deter-
mined. The tunable optical transmitter is controlled to create
an optical channel signal according to the target tuning
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1
METHOD AND TUNING DEVICE FOR
TUNING A TUNABLE OPTICAL
TRANSMITTER TO A PREDETERMINED
TARGET WAVELENGTH

TECHNICAL FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to methods for tuning a tunable
optical transmitter of a given type out of a plurality of optical
transmitters that are connected to a first end of an optical
wavelength division multiplex (WDM) transmission link to
a predetermined target wavelength, especially during a
power-on procedure of the tunable optical transmitter. Fur-
ther, the invention relates to tuning control devices for at
least one tunable optical transmitter adapted to be used in an
optical WDM system, the tuning control devices realizing
the respective method, and to optical WDM systems includ-
ing such a tuning control device.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

In optical wavelength division multiplex (WDM) passive
optical networks (PONSs) a plurality of optical network units
(ONUs) are connected to a central node, also referred to as
optical line terminal (OLT). PONs enable a bi-directional
point-to-point (PtP) connection between each ONU and the
OLT using dedicated optical channels, i.e. for each PtP
connection a pair of downstream and upstream signals
having predetermined optical wavelengths is used. In gen-
eral, the downstream channel signal transmitted from the
OLT to the respective ONU and the upstream channel signal
transmitted in the reverse direction may have identical or
different optical wavelengths. The plurality of downstream
and upstream optical channel signals is transmitted as a
respective combined downstream and upstream WDM sig-
nal within a WDM transmission link.

It is rather difficult to switch on a tunable optical trans-
mitter, such as a tunable laser (in the following, the term
“tunable laser” is equivalently used for any type of tunable
optical transmitter), within an optical transmission system,
such as a WDM system, wherein the optical transmission
system does not allow the optical transmitter to start a sweep
at an arbitrary wavelength. In such a WDM system, a
plurality of optical wavelengths or optical channel signals in
a given downstream or upstream transmission direction is
combined via a coupler, a splitter or a combiner to an optical
WDM signal. A wavelength insensitive coupler does not
show any band filter properties with regard to each of the
respective optical channel signals and thus the possibility
exists that a channel signal of a laser that is switched on
disturbs other channel signals or interferes with those,
provided that this laser is not correctly tuned with regard to
its wavelength. That is, if a newly added laser or a laser that
has been switched off is switched on, and the laser wave-
length (i.e. the center wavelength of the respective optical
channel signal) does not lie with sufficient accuracy within
the channel bandwidth that is dedicated to the respective
optical channel signal, the respective optical channel signal
may at least partly lie within the channel bandwidth of a
neighboring optical channel. The same applies if during a
tuning process of a tunable laser the laser wavelength is
varied, e.g. swept over a predetermined interval, to such an
extent that at least part of the optical spectrum of the optical
channel signal lies within a neighboring optical channel
bandwidth.

Such wavelength-independent couplers may especially be
used in order to combine the optical channel signals created
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2

by a plurality of ONUs with a respective upstream optical
WDM signal and to split the downstream optical WDM
signal with respect to its optical power so that each ONU
receives the full downstream WDM signal. Such a wave-
length independent coupler may be part of a passive optical
network defining PtP transmission links between the OLT
and the ONUs. Of course, each ONU is configured to extract
the desired optical channel signal from the downstream
WDM signal, which is dedicated to the given PtP transmis-
sion link.

In many mass applications, low-cost tunable lasers will be
required in the near future, especially at the consumer side
of an optical WDM transmission system, i.e. within the
ONUs. Owned dedicated wavelockers (WL) do not make
such lasers any cheaper and an individual pre-calibration is
expensive. However, as explained above, using, at one end
of a WDM transmission link (especially the side of the
ONUs of a PON), such low-cost tunable lasers, which
cannot guarantee that the transmission wavelengths lie
within the dedicated channel bandwidths with sufficient
accuracy, in connection with a simple optical splitter for
combining the plurality of optical channel signals to the
respective (upstream) optical WDM signal causes the prob-
lem, that the optical signal created by such a low-cost laser
may interfere with other channel signals already in use, if the
optical signal does not lie within the dedicated optical
channel bandwidth.

At the OLT, an arrayed waveguide grating (AWG) may be
used for demultiplexing the received upstream WDM signal
and for multiplexing the optical channel signals created by
the OLT optical transmitters. Thus, the optical channel
signal created by a tunable optical transmitter in the OLT and
supplied to a dedicated channel port of the AWG is inte-
grated into the downstream WDM signal, if the wavelength
of the optical channel signal matches the dedicated channel
bandwidth with sufficient accuracy, only. However, if a
cyclic arrayed waveguide grating (CAWG) is used, for
example to enable the use of different optical bands for the
downstream and upstream optical channel signals, not only
a downstream optical channel signal at the dedicated down-
stream channel bandwidth that is supplied to the respective
channel port of the CAWG is output at the WDM port of the
CAWG, but also an optical channel signal created by the
same optical transmitter having a corresponding wavelength
that lies in another order of the CAWG. If, in this case, the
downstream optical WDM signal is combined with other
downstream optical channel signals or WDM signals using
a dedicated optical bandwidth, which overlaps with or
comprise the bandwidth of the respective “other” order of
the CAWG, interference between one of these channel
signals and the channel signal of the laser to be tuned may
occur, too, if the wavelength of the laser to be tuned is
sufficiently far off the respective target wavelength, i.e. the
center of the dedicated channel bandwidth.

The problems described above occur, for example, when
a next generation PON 2 system (NG-PON2-system) is
used, which has been defined by the responsible ITU com-
mittee (Recommendation ITU-T G.989.1), or when an NG-
PON2 system is integrated in a more complex environment
integrating an NG-PON2 system in an existing PON. An
NG-PON2 system may be realized as a time and wavelength
division (TWDM) PON part or a PtP WDM PON or as a
combination thereof. The problems described above espe-
cially occur with transmission systems that do not work in
burst mode, like TWDM systems do, but with WDM trans-
mission systems that use a dedicated optical wavelength for
continuously transmitting an optical signal created by an
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optical transmitter arranged at one end of the transmission
link to an optical receiver arranged at the other end of the
transmission link.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is an object of the invention to provide methods and
tuning control devices for tuning a tunable optical transmit-
ter of a given type out of a plurality of optical transmitters
that are connected to a first end of an optical WDM
transmission link to a predetermined target wavelength,
especially during a power-on procedure of the tunable
optical transmitter. The tuning methods and devices operat-
ing in accordance with these methods guarantee that no
other optical channels of the optical WDM system are
disturbed while keeping the costs of the optical WDM
system as low as possible. It is a further object of the
invention to realize optical WDM systems which include
such a tuning control device.

According to a first aspect of the invention, methods are
applicable for tuning a tunable optical transmitter of a given
type out of a plurality of optical transmitters that are
connected to a first end of an optical WDM transmission
link. These methods tune the tunable optical transmitter to a
predetermined target wavelength, especially during a power-
on procedure of the tunable optical transmitter. The tunable
optical transmitter is controllable to create an optical signal
having a predetermined wavelength according to tuning
information which is supplied to the tunable optical trans-
mitter through at least one tuning signal, and the tuning
information comprises at least one parameter of the at least
one tuning signal. Methods according to this aspect of the
invention include a first step of controlling the tunable
optical transmitter to create an optical calibration signal
according to a nominal tuning information in such a way that
the optical calibration signal has a wavelength lying within
a secure wavelength range. The nominal tuning information
is determined by using a known nominal wavelength depen-
dency characterizing the wavelength dependency of the
given type of tunable optical transmitter on the at least one
parameter of the at least one tuning signal. The secure
wavelength range is defined in such a way that it is broad
enough to ensure that the wavelength of the optical calibra-
tion signal is included in the secure wavelength range, but
the range does not comprise any optical channel wavelength
range predefined for transmitting an optical channel signal in
the direction of the optical calibration signal over the WDM
transmission link. The methods further comprise the step of
determining calibration information for the optical tunable
transmitter by directly or indirectly measuring, within the
secure wavelength range, a deviation between an actual
wavelength dependency of the tunable optical transmitter
and the nominal wavelength dependency. According to this
first aspect of the invention, methods include a further step
of controlling the tunable optical transmitter to create an
optical channel signal according to target tuning information
in such a way that the optical signal has a wavelength being
equal to or lying, within predetermined acceptable toler-
ances, close to the target wavelength. The target tuning
information is determined by using a corrected nominal
wavelength dependency, the correction being effected by
using the calibration information.

It is an idea of the invention that when switching on again
an already existing optical transmitter or a newly added or
integrated optical transmitter in an optical WDM system, in
particular on the ONU side of an optical WDM system, the
optical transmitter will show a switch-on-state with a wave-
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length of the generated signal lying in a secure wavelength
range that is not used by the WDM system for transmitting
optical channel signals during a normal operating state of the
WDM system. Thus, a low-cost optical tunable transmitter
may be used which cannot guarantee that the (center)
wavelength of the optical signal created in the switch-on-
state lies within the wavelength range of the respective
dedicated optical channel of the WDM system with suffi-
cient accuracy. Using such low-cost tunable transmitters was
impossible when realizing a PtP WDM system as, during the
switch-on-state, it would have been highly probable that the
respective optical signal has a (center) wavelength such that
the respective (narrow-band) optical spectrum of the optical
signal interferes with the spectrum of another optical chan-
nel signal created by another optical transmitter.

Thus, according to the present methods, there is no need
to use separately pre-calibrated and therefore expensive
optical transmitters that work with a sufficiently high pre-
cision. The only information necessary is the nominal wave-
length dependency for the given type of tunable optical
transmitters, i.e. the dependency of the (center) wavelength
of the optical signal created by a “statistically” average
optical transmitter of the respective given type on the tuning
information. The width of the secure wavelength range
must, of course, be chosen in such a way that it can be
guaranteed that the (center) wavelength of the optical cali-
bration signal lies within the secure wavelength range when
taking into account a maximum possible deviation of the
actual wavelength dependency of the respective optical
transmitter from the nominal wavelength dependency of the
given type of optical transmitters. As the maximum possible
deviation, a maximum tolerable deviation can be used when
purchasing the optical transmitters, i.e. the low-cost optical
transmitters can be chosen accordingly during a quality
assurance process of incoming purchased optical transmit-
ters. Of course, if the respective specification for the given
type of optical transmitters guarantees that 100 percent of
the optical transmitters match an acceptable maximum
deviation from nominal tuning information, e.g. by perform-
ing a quality assurance process for manufactured optical
transmitters before delivery, no quality assurance or selec-
tion at the purchaser’s side is necessary.

The at least one tuning signal and the at least one
parameter of the tuning signal may be adapted to control the
optical center wavelength by controlling the temperature of
the tunable optical transmitter and/or electronically control-
ling mechanical or other physical properties of the tunable
optical transmitter, e.g. the selection of longitudinal modes
by controlling the gain and the phase of the optical trans-
mitter and/or the selection of supermodes by controlling the
front and/or rear grating of a digital-supermode DBR laser.

Hence, such a tuning process during switching on, i.e.
during activating or re-activating a tunable optical transmit-
ter, is rather simple and cost-efficient to realize. Although
existing tunable optical transmitters, such as tunable lasers,
show complex multidimensional characteristics (i.e. the
center wavelength and, to a certain extent, the form of the
optical spectrum depends on multiple different tuning sig-
nals), with the invention at hand it becomes possible to use
such tunable optical transmitters in complex WDM systems
even if the actual wavelength dependency of a respective
tunable optical transmitter is a priori unknown.

According to an embodiment of the invention, the cali-
bration information is determined by directly or indirectly
measuring a deviation between the actual wavelength of the
optical calibration signal and a respective nominal wave-
length which should have been achieved according to the
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nominal wavelength dependency. This deviation or wave-
length difference can be used to correct the nominal wave-
length dependency using an appropriated mathematical
method and to determine the target tuning information from
the corrected wavelength dependency. If the calibration
information is determined for one single point of the nomi-
nal wavelength dependency only, the correction can at least
easily be done by leaving all but one of the tuning signals or
all but one parameters of a tuning signal constant and setting
the remaining single tuning signal or parameter in such a
way that the desired target wavelength is reached with
sufficient accuracy.

According to a further embodiment of the invention, the
calibration information is determined for at least two points
of the nominal wavelength dependency, wherein the optical
tunable transmitter is controlled, in succeeding steps, to
create the optical calibration signal according to tuning
information comprising a respective number of different
values for the at least one parameter of the at least one tuning
signal. In this case, a multi-dimensional correction is pos-
sible or the accuracy of a one-dimensional correction can be
improved.

According to a another embodiment of the invention, the
calibration information is determined by controlling the
tunable optical transmitter, after having started to create the
calibration signal with an initial wavelength that lies within
the secure wavelength range, in such a way that at least one
parameter of the tuning information is varied until the
calibration signal reaches a predetermined actual wave-
length and determining the deviation between the actual
value of the at least parameter at which the predetermined
wavelength has been reached and a respective nominal value
of the at least parameter at which the predetermined wave-
length should have been reached according to the nominal
wavelength dependency.

The predetermined wavelength can be set by using an
optical transmission band filter or another suitable means
within the path of the calibration signal. The at least one
tuning signal may in this case be varied until a maximum
value is reached, indicating that the actual center wavelength
of the calibration signal equals the center wavelength of the
filter.

The calibration information may be determined by using
a detection unit provided at a second end of the optical
WDM transmission link, and the measurement results or
information including processed measurement results are
transmitted from the second to the first end of the optical
WDM transmission link for controlling the tunable optical
transmitter and/or for determining the calibration informa-
tion. In this way, a single detection unit is sufficient to
determine the calibration information or at least the mea-
surement results that are required to obtain the calibration
information in a subsequent step for any of a plurality of
tunable optical transmitters provided at the first end of the
optical WDM transmission link.

The detection unit may be provided within any optical
path which at least guides the optical calibration signal. Of
course, the whole optical WDM signal, which comprises all
or at least some of the optical channel signals, may be split
using an asymmetrical optical coupler, and a small portion
(e.g. 1to 3 percent) of the optical power of the optical WDM
signal may be supplied to the detection unit. This is espe-
cially advantageous if the detection unit is also used in order
to effect a fine tuning of the optical channel signal that is
created after the calibration process. Such fine tuning may
then be effected not only for the optical channel signal
created by the tunable optical transmitter which has been
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calibrated and (re-) activated in the preceding step, but for
any of the optical channel signals created by the optical
transmitters provided at the first end of the optical WDM
transmission link.

It is, however, also possible that the detection unit com-
prises a wavelength dependent optical splitter or an optical
diplexer provided within the optical path of the optical
WDM signal in order to separate any optical signal within
the secure optical wavelength range or band and to supply
any calibration signal to the detection unit. In this way, a
relevant attenuation of the optical channel signals is
avoided.

According to one embodiment of the invention, a fine
tuning process is carried out after having controlled the
tunable optical transmitter to create the optical channel
signal. In this embodiment the fine tuning process comprises
the step of, continuously, or in predetermined time intervals,
or as a response to predetermined trigger events, maximiz-
ing the optical power of the optical channel signal created by
the tunable optical transmitter by appropriately varying the
tuning information.

For this purpose, an optical band filter property of an
optical component, e.g. the band filter property of an optical
demultiplexing device, like an AWG, can be used that is
provided within the optical path of the respective channel
signal or that is configured to extract the respective optical
channel signal from the optical WDM signal. In this alter-
native, the simplest way is to maximize the optical power of
an optical channel signal that is detectable within a desig-
nated optical path, i.e. an optical path in which the optical
channel signal is present, only. In an embodiment in which
the detection unit is also used to effect the fine tuning
process, the detection unit receives the whole spectrum of
the optical WDM signal. Thus, the detection unit may either
have the ability to directly measure the actual wavelength of
each selected optical channel signal or the detection unit
may include an optical device which allows, for each
selected optical channel signal, to collect information
whether or not the actual wavelength equals the respective
target wavelength, i.e. the respective designated center chan-
nel wavelength, with sufficient accuracy.

Generally speaking, the detection unit may not only be
configured to detect the calibration information necessary to
“calibrate” the respective tunable optical transmitter by
correcting the nominal tuning information or the value of the
at least one parameter of the at least one tuning signal, but
also to detect fine tuning information that can be transmitted
to the tuning information generating unit, which uses the fine
tuning information to create suitable tuning information to
be included in the at least one tuning signal for the tunable
optical transmitter to be fine-tuned.

A second aspect of the invention includes a tuning control
device for at least one tunable optical transmitter adapted to
be used in an optical WDM system. The tuning control
device comprises a detection unit and at least one tuning
information generating unit. The at least one tuning infor-
mation generating unit is configured to create tuning infor-
mation comprising at least one parameter of at least one
tuning signal which is supplied to a respective tunable
optical transmitter, the tunable optical transmitter being
configured to create an optical signal having a wavelength
corresponding to the tuning information included in the at
least one tuning signal created by the respective tuning
information generating unit. The detection unit is adapted to
determine a calibration information for the optical tunable
transmitter by directly or indirectly measuring, within the
secure wavelength range, a deviation between an actual
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wavelength dependency of the tunable optical transmitter
and a nominal wavelength dependency for the given type of
tunable optical transmitter, and to supply this calibration
information to the at least one tuning information generating
unit. The at least one tuning information generating unit and
the detection unit are configured to carry out methods
according to the invention described above for at least one
tunable optical transmitter, wherein the at least one tuning
information generating unit has access to or has stored the
nominal tuning information for the at least one tunable
optical transmitter. For storing the nominal tuning informa-
tion, the tuning information generating unit may comprise a
preferably non-volatile storage.

The detection unit may especially be adapted to measure
the actual wavelength of an optical signal created by the at
least one tunable optical transmitter or to gather information
that can be used to determine the actual wavelength of the
optical signal or to gather information that can be used to
determine whether the actual wavelength of the optical
signal lies within a narrow bandwidth of a narrow-band
optical filter device comprised by the detection unit, and to
supply this measurement information to the at least one
tuning information generating unit, which uses this mea-
surement information as calibration information. As stated
above, this calibration information may be used to correct
the nominal wavelength dependency and to create the at
least one tuning signal that includes the respective target
tuning information in such a way that the optical (channel)
signal created by the tunable optical transmitter has a
wavelength being equal to or lying, within predetermined
acceptable tolerances, close to the target wavelength. Of
course, the measure of correcting the nominal wavelength
dependency includes the measure of correcting one or more
values taken from the nominal wavelength dependency
using the calibration information and using the corrected
values for creating the at least one tuning signal such that it
includes the desired target tuning information.

At this point it shall be mentioned that the tunable optical
transmitter may, of course, be integrated in an opto-elec-
tronic component; especially, it may be part of an optical
transceiver, which comprises respective optical, opto-elec-
tronic and electronic components that are required to receive
an optical signal and to convert it into a corresponding
electrical signal and vice versa. A transceiver may also
comprise means to process the optical or electrical signal
like optical filters or optical isolators or electronic means to
perform a clock and/or data recovery process.

The tuning control device may be realized as a unit or as
several units that are provided at the same place, e.g. within
an ONU. However, this would require a separate tuning
control device for each tunable optical transmitter (or trans-
ceiver unit) or each ONU. It is thus preferred to implement
the tuning control device as distributed device comprising at
least one tuning information generating unit provided at the
place of the (at least one) tunable optical transmitter and a
detection unit provided at a place at which the optical
calibration signal of a plurality of tunable optical transmit-
ters can be supplied to the detection unit. This is, of course,
possible if the detection unit is provided in such a way that
an optical tapped-off signal from the optical WDM signal of
the optical WDM transmission link can easily be supplied to
an input port of the detection unit. Especially, the detection
unit may be located within an OLT or a central node of the
WDM transmission system.

An optical WDM system according to a third aspect of the
invention, which accomplishes the above-identified object,
comprises a plurality of optical node units (ONUs) arranged
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at a first end of the optical WDM transmission link and at
least one optical line terminal (OLT) arranged at a second
end of an optical WDM transmission link, wherein the OLT
and each ONU are adapted to establish a bidirectional
communication between each of the ONUs and a respective
selected channel port of the at least one OLT, each bidirec-
tional communication being effected by using a pair of a
selected downstream channel signal and a selected upstream
channel signal. Each ONU comprises a first optical trans-
ceiver and the at least one optical line terminal comprises a
plurality of second optical transceivers, each of the second
optical transceivers defining a channel port of the at least one
OLT, wherein at least one of the first optical transceivers or
second optical transceivers comprises a tunable optical
transmitter. The optical WDM system further comprises a
tuning control device as described above adapted to control
at least one of the tunable optical transmitters.

Of course, methods according to the invention may be
applied to at least one of the first transceivers and/or to at
least one of the second optical transceivers that comprises a
tunable optical transmitter. In both alternatives, the detection
unit may be provided at the second end of the WDM
transmission link as both the downstream optical WDM
signal comprising the optical channel signals created by the
OLT transceivers and the upstream optical WDM signal
comprising the optical channel signals created by the ONUs
are present at this place and may therefore be supplied to a
respective input port of the detection unit. Of course, two
optical splitters or tapping-off means may be used for this
purpose, namely a first optical splitter or tapping-off means
for tapping-off the upstream optical WDM signal and a
second optical splitter or tapping-off means for tapping-off
the downstream optical WDM signal.

In an embodiment of the optical WDM system according
to the invention, the tuning control device comprises at least
one dedicated tuning information generating unit which is
comprised by an optical transceiver unit comprising a
respective dedicated tunable optical transmitter. That is, a
transceiver module may be provided having the ability to
perform the calibration or secure switch-on process accord-
ing to the method of the invention on the basis of a
calibration information supplied to the information gener-
ating unit.

According to another embodiment of the invention, the
optical WDM system may comprise an optical splitter
device provided at the first end of the optical WDM trans-
mission link for connecting the plurality of ONUs to the
optical WDM transmission link, wherein a common port of
the optical splitter device is connected to the first end of the
optical WDM transmission link and each of a plurality of
splitting ports of the optical splitter device is connected to a
selected ONU. Consequently, the WDM signal is split with
respect to its optical power and is supplied to each of the
ONUs. This makes it possible to select any of the ONUs as
an end point of a PtP link for any of the channel ports of the
OLT. For this, of course, the ONU must have the ability to
selectively receive the downstream channel signal having
the respective channel wavelength. This can be effected by
using a (wavelength) tunable receiver for the transceiver of
the ONU.

In a further embodiment, the optical WDM system
according to the invention comprises a tapping unit
arranged, at the first end of the optical WDM transmission
link, within the optical path of an optical WDM signal
comprising the optical calibration signal and channel signals
that are created by the tunable transmitters of the first optical
transceivers, wherein the detection unit is provided at the
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first end of the optical WDM transmission link and con-
nected to a tapping port of the tapping unit.

In an optical WDM system according to the invention, the
detection unit may be connected to or comprised within the
at least one OLT. The respective first transceiver of the
respective ONU is preferably directly connected to and may
comprise the tuning information generating unit. The detec-
tion unit and the OLT can in this case be configured to
transmit the calibration information to at least the ONU
comprising the respective first transceiver and thus the
tunable optical transmitter to be tuned. The respective first
transceiver or the respective first receiver, respectively, are
configured to receive the calibration information and to
supply same to the tuning information generating unit.

In an embodiment of the optical WDM system according
to the invention, the at last one OLT may further comprise
a multiplexing and/or demultiplexing unit adapted to mul-
tiplex the downstream optical signals created by the second
optical transceivers and/or to demultiplex the optical WDM
signal, including the upstream optical signals created by the
first optical transceivers, the multiplexing and/or demulti-
plexing unit defining the wavelengths or wavelength ranges
of the optical channels for the downstream and upstream
optical channel signals.

The multiplexing and/or demultiplexing unit may com-
prise an AWG having a plurality of channel ports and a
WDM port, the WDM port receiving the upstream optical
WDM signal and each of the channel ports supplying the
respective upstream optical signal created by a dedicated
first transceiver unit to the dedicated second optical trans-
ceiver. The same or a further AWG may be used for
receiving the respective downstream optical signals created
by the second transceivers at the channel ports and to supply
the respective downstream optical WDM signal to the WDM
transmission link at the WDM port.

If a single AWG is used for multiplexing the downstream
optical signals and demultiplexing the upstream optical
WDM signal, a cyclic AWG may be used having a given free
spectral range between optical channels that are assigned to
the same channel port and a given frequency spacing
between respective neighboring optical channels. In this
way, a single AWG can be used for performing the multi-
plexing and demultiplexing function even if different wave-
lengths are required for the pairs of wavelengths that are
used for the bidirectional communication between each pair
of dedicated first and second transceivers. The wavelengths
of each pair of wavelengths are in this case spaced apart by
the free spectral range of the cyclic AWG. If all optical
channels possible shall be used, the single cyclic AWG may
be a skip-zero (skip-0) AWG, i.e. an AWG having a free
spectral range that equals N times the frequency spacing of
neighboring channels (or channel ports), wherein N is the
number of channel ports.

An example of a configuration comprising an 8-skip-0
AWG is the NG-PON2-system defined by Recommendation
ITU-T G.989.1. In such an NG-PON2-system or any other
WDM system comprising a simple power splitter for com-
bining a plurality of channel signals, the method, device or
system according to the invention is essential as such a
simple multiplexer (which of course provides a broadcasting
function in the respective other transmission direction or a
free mapping of ONUs to the channel ports of the OLT by
just controlling the tunable transmitter of the transceiver of
the respective ONU to the dedicated channel defined by the
AWG) provides no filtering property that assigns a dedicated
channel wavelength to each of the ONUs. Of course, the
method is also applicable in cases in which a multiplexing
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device is used that does provide a filtering or separation
function for the channels to be multiplexed, if the filtering is
incomplete, e.g. as is the case with a cyclic AWG. Here, it
might happen that a tunable optical transmitter transmits at
a wavelength of another order of the AWG, i.e. the actually
transmitted optical channel signal reveals a wavelength that
is an integer multiple times the free spectral range different
from the expected wavelength. This wavelength might,
however, be reserved for the channel port of another OLT
that is dedicated to the same ONU, wherein the ONU might
be configured to wavelength-selectively receive more than
one downstream optical channel signal.

It is further to be noted that a WDM-PON may provide
any other number of N channels. Thus, a respective multi-
plexing/demultiplexing device may be designed accordingly
and being configured to multiplex/demultiplex an arbitrary
number of N channel signals. A corresponding N channel
AWG may be designed as N-sip-0 CAWG.

These and other advantages and features of the invention
will be apparent from the following description of illustra-
tive embodiments, considered along with the accompanying
drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows a schematic block diagram of an NG-PON2
which has been integrated in an already existing PON
comprising a tuning control device according to the inven-
tion for the PtP part of the NG-PON2.

FIG. 2 shows a schematic block diagram of a WDM-PON
which is comprised of a PtP part having a tuning control
device according to the invention.

FIG. 3 shows a channel plan of the 8-Skip-0 CAWG used
as a multiplexing/demultiplexing device in the WDM-PONs
according to FIGS. 1 to 3.

FIG. 4 shows a schematic diagram illustrating the wave-
length used by corresponding sub-systems of the WDM-
PON according to FIG. 1.

DESCRIPTION OF ILLUSTRATIVE
EMBODIMENTS

In the following, embodiments of the invention will be
described with reference to an NG-PON2 WDM-PON as
defined in the ITU Recommendation ITU-T G.989.1. How-
ever, as apparent to one familiar with the field of designing
WDM transmission systems or networks, embodiments of
the invention may be applied to any other type of a PON in
which the above-identified problem in connection with the
use of relatively low-cost and only coarsely calibrated
optical transmitters arises.

FIG. 1 shows an optical WDM system in the form of a
WDM-PON 1 according to a first embodiment of the inven-
tion. In general, a PON comprises at least one OLT at the
central node side 3, which is connected via a WDM trans-
mission link 5, e.g. an optical fiber, to a remote node (RN)
7, which is configured to connect a plurality of ONUs 9a, 95,
9c1, and 9¢2 to the RN 7 by a respective distribution link 11,
e.g. an optical distribution fiber. The ONUs represent the
customer side 13 of the PON 1. Of course, as shown in FIG.
1, the WDM transmission link 5 as well as the distribution
links 11 may be realized as a single transmission medium
that is used for both transmission directions, i.e. for the
downstream transmission direction from the respective OLT
to the ONUs and the upstream transmission direction from
the respective ONU to the respective OLT. However, also
dual fiber working may be used for these connections, that
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is, each transmission link 5, 11 may comprise two transmis-
sion media, e.g. optical fibers, each of which is used for a
dedicated transmission direction.

The PON 1 in FIG. 1 comprises three different types of
OLT, namely, a G-PON OLT 17, an XG-PON OLT 19 and
NG-PON2 OLT 21. This is a typical example of a grown
PON;, wherein in subsequent steps a XG-PON has been
integrated into an existing G-PON and the PON has then
been extended by further integrating an NG-PON2. Of
course, each of the sub-PONs comprises a respective OLT
and a given number of ONUs as shown in FIG. 1. The
G-PON comprises a given number of G-PON ONUs 9a, the
XG-PON comprises a given number of XG-PON ONUs 95
and the NG-PON2 comprises a given number of TWDM
ONUs 9¢1 and a given number of PtP ONUs 9¢2.

The RN 7 is realized, according to the NG-PON2 speci-
fication, as a simple power splitter. This makes it possible to
provide a broadcasting functionality by using a single down-
stream channel signal. Further, the RN 7 does not need to
realize any wavelength dependency which facilitates its easy
and cheap realization.

As the different sub-PONs use different optical wave-
length bands, a wavelength dependent band combiner/sepa-
rator filter device 15 is provided at the OLT side 3. Of
course, the OLTs may be provided at the same location and
can be (mostly mechanically) integrated into one unit. The
band filter device 15 is configured to multiplex and demul-
tiplex the channel signals or other signals, like OTDR
signals, in the respective optical bands.

In such a complex optical WDM transmission system that
rather densely occupies the available optical spectrum, it is
problematic to use inexpensive tunable optical transmitters,
which generally do not have a wavelocker and are coarsely
calibrated, only. It is critical, with such inexpensive tunable
optical transmitters, to effect wavelength jumps to the
required wavelength slot, i.e. the dedicated optical channel.
This is especially relevant when such a tunable optical
transmitter is to be newly integrated in an existing PON, e.g.
if a new customer, i.e. a new ONU, is to be added. If the
coarse wavelength dependency, e.g. the nominal wavelength
dependency for this given type of tunable optical transmit-
ters, is known, only, there is the risk that the actual tunable
transmitter has an actual wavelength dependency that con-
siderably differs from the nominal wavelength dependency
according to the specification of the given type of transmit-
ters. In this case, using tuning information taken from the
coarse or nominal wavelength dependency in order to cause
the tunable optical transmitter to transmit at a desired target
wavelength may result in an actual wavelength of the optical
signal created that interferes with another channel signal
already in use.

The invention thus provides methods and devices for at
least coarsely specifying the tuning behavior of a tunable
optical transceiver, for which a nominal wavelength depen-
dency is available, “on the fly”. This allows to calibrate such
a selected tunable optical transmitter when it has already
been installed in a WDM transmission system 1 as shown in
FIG. 1.

Although the invention will in the following be described
in connection with an NG-PON2 system, it will be apparent
to those familiar with optical transmission systems that the
methods and devices will also be useful in any other type of
optical WDM transmission system or any other optical
transmission system that requires to tune a tunable optical
transmitter to a target wavelength with a desired accuracy
without the risk that the wavelength of the optical signal
created is swept through any other wavelength range in
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which the optical signal leads to intolerable effects, e.g. an
interference with already existing optical signals at wave-
lengths within this occupied wavelength range.

This must especially be guaranteed if the optical signals
already existing in the respective wavelength range are used
for PtP transmission links, as is the case for the PtP part of
the NG-PON2 system comprised by the WDM-PON shown
in FIG. 1. Such PtP transmission links are given between
each NG-PON2 PtP ONU 9¢2 and each of dedicated OLT
ports PtP1 to PtP8 of the NG-PON2 OLT 21. Over these
transmission links, respective downstream and upstream
channel signals are continuously transmitted. Thus, unlike in
the TWDM transmission links of the NG-PON2 system,
which are given between the NG-PON2 TWDM ONUs 9¢1
and the TWDM ports TWDM1 to TWDMS8 of the NG-
PON2 OLT, it is impossible to choose a free time slot for
effecting a jump of a tunable optical transmitter to a desired
target wavelength, if it cannot be guaranteed that the wave-
length does not touch other occupied ranges of the optical
spectrum that are already in use for other transmission links.

The PtP ports of the NG-PON2 OLT 21 are defined by
transceivers 23, wherein the output ports of the receivers 23,
i.e. the respective OLT PtP ports, are connected to respective
channel ports of a multiplexing/demultiplexing device 25
that is configured to multiplex the downstream channel
signals created by the transceivers 23 and to demultiplex the
upstream channel signals created by the NG-PON2 PtP
ONUS 9¢2. The multiplexing/demultiplexing device 25 is
realized by an 8-skip-0 AWG 27 defining an output port or
WDM port that is connected to an optical diplexer device 29,
which separates the optical bands that are used for the
TWDM part and the PtP part of the NG-PON2 system,
respectively.

As explained above, an AWG (more specifically an mx1
AWG having m channel ports and a single WDM port)
realizes a series of narrow-band optical band filters between
each channel port and the WDM port, the center frequencies
of neighboring filter bands having an essentially constant
frequency spacing. Generally, an n-skip-m AWG is a cyclic
AWG (CAWG) having a given periodicity designated as free
spectral range, wherein n (neighboring) ports of at a maxi-
mum N ports possible within the same order of the free
spectral range are used (i.e. connected to respective external
ports) and m possible ports (m=N-n) are skipped. That is, an
8-skip-0 AWG is a cyclic AWG that uses all possible ports
within the free spectral range and has periodicity. In other
words, the 8-skip-0 AWG 25 has a free spectral range of
eight times the frequency spacing.

Of course, instead of eight channel ports the multiplexer/
demultiplexer device 25 could define any other number of
channel ports. Further, the cyclic property of the multi-
plexer/demultiplexer device 25 is not mandatory. However,
the cyclic property makes it possible to use the same
multiplexer/demultiplexer device 25 if the downstream and
upstream channel signals use different wavelength bands. In
this case, the downstream wavelength and the upstream
wavelength of each pair of downstream and upstream wave-
length of a given PtP transmission link must be spaced by an
integer multiple of the spectral periodicity of the multi-
plexer/demultiplexer device 25.

FIG. 3 shows an exemplary channel plan of an 8-Skip-0
CAWG 27, which could be used for the PtP and TWDM part
of the NG-PON2 sub-system of the WDM-PON in FIG. 1
and which matches the requirements of the respective ITU
Recommendation ITU-T (.989.1 for the NG-PON2-system.
Only the bands M-4 to M-7 of the orders 4 to 7 of the CAWG
27 are shown. The bands M-4 and M-7 are used for the
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downstream and the upstream channel signals for each PtP
transmission link, respectively, as illustrated in FIG. 4,
which shows a schematic diagram explaining the use of the
optical spectrum between 1590 nm and 1640 nm by some of
the sub-systems of the WDM-PON 1 according to FIG. 1.
The spectral range below approximately 1604 nm is used for
the TWDM downstream channels, respectively. The TWDM
upstream channels are provided at lower wavelengths (not
shown in FIG. 4). As apparent from FIG. 4, the wavelength
range of the order 4 (channels M-4 in FIG. 3) of the 8-skip-0
CAWG 27 is used for the PtP downstream channels and the
wavelength range of the order 7 (channels M-7 in FIG. 3) of
the 8-skip-0 CAWG 27 is used for the PtP upstream channels
of the NG-PON2 sub-system in FIG. 1. This channel plan
also illustrates the typical property of the skip-0 CAWG 27,
wherein the frequency spacing of 54 GHZ between the two
neighboring channels at the border of two orders of the
CAWG roughly equals the frequency spacing of approx. 50
GHz, i.e. the frequency spacing of the CAWG for neigh-
boring channels within the same order, and wherein the free
spectral range essentially equals 400 GHz, i.e. a value of
eight times the frequency spacing of 50 GHz.

The wavelength ranges M-4 and M-7, i.e. the PtP down-
stream band and the PtP upstream band, are neighbored at
both sides by a respective guard band, which are designated
by GB1 (the guard band to the left of the PtP downstream
band), GB2 (the guard band between the PtP downstream
band and the PtP upstream band) and GB3 (the guard band
to the right of the PtP upstream band). The wavelength range
to the left of the guard band GBI is used for the TWDM
sub-system in FIG. 1 and the wavelength range to the right
of the guard band GB3 is used for the OTDR monitoring
sub-system in FIG. 1.

As apparent from FIGS. 4 and 1, the wavelength-depen-
dent combiner/separator filter device 15, which is also
designated as coexistence element (CE) used to combine the
different sub-systems of the WDM-PON 1 in FIG. 1, is
configured to separate, among others, the wavelength range
used by the OTDR sub-system from the PtP upstream band
M-7 of the NG-PON2 sub-system. The guard band GB3 is
therefore defined to be broad enough to guarantee a safe
separation of the wavelength bands M-7 and the OTDR
wavelength band taking into account the filter characteristic,
especially the slope of the filter characteristic of the filter
device 15. Further, the filter device 15 is configured to
combine the channel signals created by the TWDM trans-
ceivers and the PtP transceivers 23 comprised by the NG-
PON2 OLT 21 and to separate the channel signals created by
the TWDM ONUs 9¢1 and the PtP ONUs 9¢2 of the
NG-PON2 sub-system.

The diplexer 29 combines and separates the channel
signals created by the TWDM transceivers and the PtP
transceiver of the NG-PON2 OLT 21 and the TWDM ONUs
9c¢1 and the PtP ONUs 9¢2, respectively.

According to this channel plan and use of the wavelength
ranges illustrated in FIGS. 4 and 4, the whole wavelength
range comprising the TWDM downstream band, the guard
band GB1, the PtP downstream band M-4 and the guard
band GB2 is not in use for transmitting upstream channel
signals created by any ONU of the various sub-systems of
the WDM-PON 1 in FIG. 1. Therefore, this whole spectral
or wavelength range, which is referred to as secure wave-
length range, may be used for calibration purposes of a
tunable optical transmitter comprised by an optical trans-
ceiver of a PtP ONU 9¢2 at the customer side 13 of the
WDM-PON in FIG. 1.
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However, as the diplexer device 29 separates the wave-
length bands used for the downstream and upstream chan-
nels of the TWDM and PtP part of the NG-PON2 sub-
system, an optical calibration signal S_,, created by a
respective PtP ONU 9¢2 should lie within the wavelength
range that is confined, with respect to lower wavelengths, by
the filter characteristic of the diplexer device 29, which is
illustrated by the reference sign 29a in FIG. 4, and, with
respect to higher wavelengths, by the wavelength range of
the PtP upstream band M-7.

Thus, for the embodiment shown in FIG. 1, the secure
wavelength range may cover the range between the rising
slope of the filter characteristic 29a of the optical diplexer
device 29, which is effective for the transmission of optical
signals from a WDM port of the diplexer device 29 that is
connected to the WDM transmission link to the split port of
the diplexer device 29 that is connected to the WDM port of
the CAWG 25, and the lower border of the PtP upstream
band M7. Of course, for safety reasons, the upper border of
the secure wavelength range should keep a sufficient safety
distance from the lower border of the PtP upstream band M7.

A secure wavelength range, which is confined with
respect to the lower border as described above, is to be
applied, if an optical calibration signal S_,; created by a PtP
ONU 9¢2 is detected and, as the case may be, evaluated at
the OLT side 3 of the WDM-PON 1 according to FIG. 1 by
a detection unit 33. If the partial WDM signal that is present
in the optical path between the WDM port of the diplexer
device 29 and the respective band port of the filter device 15
is supplied to the input port of the information detection unit
33, a broader secure wavelength range is possible, which at
least further includes the TWDM downstream band and the
whole guard band GB1.

The respective optical partial WDM signal is tapped off
from the respective main optical path by a suitable optical
splitter, which is configured to supply a predetermined
portion of the optical power of the partial WDM signal to the
input port of the detection unit 33. The detection unit 33 is
configured to obtain calibration information from the optical
calibration signal, preferably by measuring or detecting the
(center) wavelength or frequency of the optical calibration
signal S_,; received. The optical calibration signal S_,, is
comprised by the partial optical WDM signal which includes
all PtP upstream channel signals supplied to the WDM port
of the CAWG 25.

As the optical calibration signal S_,; is created by the
respective PtP ONU 9¢2, which comprises a tunable optical
transmitter 35 (FIG. 2) to be calibrated, in such a way that
it has a wavelength within the secure wavelength range (i.e.
the secure wavelength range is chosen to be broad enough by
appropriately choosing the channel plan and the use of the
wavelength spectrum by the WDM-PON), it does not inter-
fere with other optical signals, especially optical PtP channel
signals, travelling in the same direction.

A PtP ONU 9¢2 according to the embodiment in FIG. 1
may have a structure as illustrated in FIG. 2, which illus-
trates a WDM-PON 1' realized as “reduced” NG-PON2
having PtP ONU 9¢2 and respective PtP OLT 21, only.

A remote port 37 of the ONU 9¢2 is defined by a common
port of a diplexer 39, which is adapted to combine and
separate the optical paths for the receive signal created by
the respective dedicated transceiver and directed to the ONU
9¢2 and for the transmit signal or channel signal created by
the ONU 9¢2 which are created at wavelengths in different
optical bands in the embodiment according to FIG. 2.
However, the downstream and upstream channel signals
may also lie within the same optical band, and each pair of



US 9,473,246 B2

15

optical downstream and upstream signals used for the same
bidirectional communication may even use identical wave-
lengths. In these cases, the optical diplexer may be replaced
by an optical circulator.

A first band port 415 of the diplexer 39 is connected to the
tunable optical transmitter 35 of the ONU 9¢2. The optical
transmit signal created by the tunable optical transmitter 35
supplied to the band port 415 is thus output at the common
port 41a and the remote port 37, respectively, as a respective
upstream signal. The downstream signal created by a trans-
ceiver 23 of the NG-PON2 OLT 21, which is received at the
remote port 37 and the common port 41a, respectively, is
output at a second band port 41c¢ of the diplexer 39 and
supplied to a receiver 45. The receiver 45 is preferably a
broad band receiver adapted to receive at least the respective
dedicated downstream channel signal. The broad band prop-
erty of the receiver 45 assures that the ONU 9¢2 may be used
for receiving and transmitting any downstream and upstream
channel signals having the predefined wavelengths accord-
ing to the downstream and upstream WDM channels of the
WDM PON 1.

The tunable optical transmitter 35 is, of course, preferably
configured to be able to transmit an optical signal at any
wavelength in the range or band comprising the upstream
channels predefined for the WDM-PON so that the ONU 9¢2
may be flexibly used for establishing a bidirectional com-
munication with any of the NG-PON2 OLT transceivers 23.
Further, the tunable optical transmitter 35 is configured to be
able to transmit an optical signal used as an optical calibra-
tion signal at a wavelength within the secure wavelength
range, which, in general, will lie outside the wavelength
range of the optical upstream channels of the WDM-PON, at
least if the upstream channels are densely provided without
the possibility of using a given range of the total wavelength
range comprising the upstream channels as secure wave-
length range.

The optical diplexer 39, the receiver 45 and the tunable
optical transmitter 35 form, together with a control unit (not
shown or comprised by the receiver 45 and/or the transmitter
35 in FIG. 2) a transceiver 49 of the NG-PON2 ONU 9¢2.
The control unit may be configured to perform signal
processing for a channel signal received, e.g. to effect a
clock and data recovery and/or a decoding or encoding or
any other type of signal processing, for creating an output
receive signal supplied to a local output port 47 of the ONU
9¢2. Further, the control unit may be adapted to perform
signal processing for a local transmit signal, supplied to a
local input port 51 of the NG-PON2 ONU 9¢2, e.g. a coding
process. The control unit may be a separate unit or integrated
within the optical receiver 45 and/or the tunable optical
transmitter 35.

The NG-PON2 ONU 9¢2 further comprises a tuning
information generating unit 53, which is configured to create
tuning information that is supplied to the tunable optical
transmitter 35 by at least one electrical tuning signal S,,,,..
The at least one tuning signal S, comprises at least one
parameter, e.g. a current value for a heating unit of the
tunable optical transmitter 35, which includes the tuning
information causing the optical transmitter 35 to create an
optical signal having a desired (center) wavelength. The
nature of the at least one electrical tuning signal S, and the
respective at least one parameter depend on the specific
optical transmitter. For example, more than one tuning
signal may be required if the tunable optical transmitter 35
is a tunable digital supermode distributed Bragg reflector
(DBR) laser or a modulated grating Y-branch laser, which
are tunable over a wide optical band. The electrical tuning
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signals may be signals comprising at least one parameter
(e.g. the current or voltage value) for controlling the phase
or gain regions or DBR regions of a tunable laser having a
respective design. Of course, additionally the temperature of
such a laser may be controlled in order to effect a wave-
length control.

The embodiment of a WDM-PON 1' illustrated in FIG. 2
is an NG-PON2 merely realizing PtP transmission links
between the eight OLT transceivers 23 of an NG-PON2 OLT
21 and respective eight NG-PON2 ONUs 9¢2. This embodi-
ment may be regarded as part of the WDM-PON 1 shown in
FIG. 1, wherein the optical filter device 15 and the diplexer
29 are omitted as no separation of optical bands for different
parts of the WDM-PON is necessary.

As explained above, the tunable optical transmitter 35 is
preferably realized without being fully pre-calibrated, as this
requires a time consuming and expensive process. It is thus
impossible to guarantee that the respective optical signal,
especially the respective optical channel signal including the
information comprised within the local transmit signal sup-
plied to the ONU 9¢2, is created, with sufficient accuracy, at
the desired wavelength that has been assigned to the respec-
tive optical channel used by the ONU 9¢2 and the corre-
sponding NG-PON2 OLT transmitter 23, when the tunable
optical transmitter is switched on for the first time. All that
is required to be known is a general nominal tuning infor-
mation valid for the respective type of tunable optical
transmitters. This information is included in the manufac-
turer’s specification for the respective type of tunable optical
transmitters. The nominal tuning information comprises the
wavelength dependency of the (center) wavelength on the
one or more tuning signals or the one or more parameters of
the tuning signals that are to be supplied to the tunable
optical transmitter 35.

This nominal tuning information is used when activating
the tunable optical laser 35 for the first time in order to carry
out an individual calibration process or whenever a new
calibration process shall be carried out in order to gather new
calibration information.

As described above, in a first step of the calibration
process, the at least one electrical tuning signal or the
respective at least one parameter is created according to the
nominal tuning information or nominal wavelength depen-
dency, which may be stored in a preferably non-volatile
storage of the tuning information generating unit 53 (not
shown in the Figures). Of course, this information may also
be supplied to the tuning information generating unit 53 by
an external device using a suitable interface. The at least one
electrical tuning signal is created in such a way that the
tunable optical transmitter 35 should create an optical cali-
bration signal S_,; at a (center) wavelength that lies, accord-
ing to the nominal tuning information, within the secure
wavelength range. To achieve this with the utmost certainty
possible, the tuning signal is created in such a way that the
nominal wavelength, according to the nominal tuning infor-
mation, is in or near the center of the secure range so as to
provide a maximum security distance from both sides lim-
iting the secure wavelength range. In general, the tuning
signal may be created taking into account a maximum error
information, i.e. a maximum admissible deviation of the
wavelength actually created by an optical transmitter 35 of
this type from the nominal wavelength that should have been
created using a given nominal tuning information.

Thus, the optical calibration signal S_,; that is created
using the nominal tuning information has a wavelength
within the secure wavelength range. Therefore, the optical
calibration signal S_,; does not interfere with any other
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optical channel signal created by any other ONU 9¢2 in the
WDM-PON 1' according to FIG. 2 or with any other ONU
9a, 95, 9¢1 or 9¢2 according to the embodiment in FIG. 1.

The tuning control device in the embodiments according
to FIGS. 1 and 2, respectively, comprises, for each ONU
9¢2, a respective tuning information generating unit 53 and
the commonly used detection unit 33. The detection unit 33
receives, via an optical power splitter 55 provided in the
optical path of the WDM transmission link 5, a small portion
of the optical power of the upstream optical WDM signal.
Thus, not only the optical upstream channel signals created
by the ONUs are supplied to an input port of the detection
unit 33, but also the calibration signal created by an ONU
9¢2 that is operated in a calibration mode.

The optical power splitter 55 may also be a wavelength-
dependent optical power splitter adapted to pass through all
optical upstream channel signals revealing wavelengths
defined for the WDM upstream channels and to tap off all
wavelengths lying in the secure wavelength range. In this
case, the calibration signal is not (further) guided to the
receiving OLT transceivers 23 of the OLT 21. Thus, there is
no need to configure the multiplexing/demultiplexing device
25 in such a way that the calibration signal is blocked from
being received by the broad-band receivers comprised by the
transceivers 23.

The calibration signal S_,, may include information
detectable by the detection unit 33 concerning the ONU 9¢2
that has created the calibration signal. This information may
be included in a low-frequency pilot tone of an amplitude
modulation of the respective calibration signal, so that the
detection unit is able to identify which of the ONUs 9¢2 has
created a respective calibration signal S_,,. It is, of course,
also possible to include the information concerning the
origin of the calibration signal in any type of digital modu-
lation of the calibration signal.

The detection unit 33 may comprise a (Fabry-Perot)
etalon or a full optical spectrum analyzer or any other known
device configured to measure the (center) wavelength of the
calibration signal S_,; or any other parameters or entities
which can be used to determine the (center) wavelength of
the calibration signal S_,;. This information determined by
the detection unit 33 is supplied to the respective transceiver
23 of the NG-PON2 OLT 21, which transmits this calibra-
tion information to the ONU 9¢2 that has created the
calibration signal S_,; by including this information into the
respective downstream optical channel signal.

Having received this calibration information, the tuning
information generating unit 53 may determine the deviation
of the wavelength of the actually transmitted calibration
signal and the wavelength that should have been created
according to the nominal tuning information determined
from the nominal wavelength dependency of the tunable
optical transmitter 35. Of course, this deviation may also be
determined by the detection unit 33 and transmitted as
calibration information to the respective ONU 9¢2, if also
the unit 33 has knowledge of the nominal wavelength
dependency of the tunable optical transceiver 35 used in the
respective ONU 9¢2.

The tuning information generating unit 53 may use the
calibration information to determine target tuning informa-
tion which assures that the tunable optical transmitter 35
transmits an optical signal at a target wavelength or at a
wavelength sufficiently close to the target wavelength. In
general, the target wavelength is the center wavelength of
the optical WDM channel that is dedicated to the respective
ONU 9¢2.
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The tuning information generating unit 53 may determine
and store the corrected nominal wavelength dependency,
e.g. a one- or multi-dimensional array or analytical function
including the dependency of the wavelength on the one or
more tuning signals or parameters of the tuning signals that
are supplied to the tunable optical transmitter 35. In another
embodiment, the tuning information generating unit 53
merely determines the respective target tuning information
using the stored nominal wavelength dependency and the
stored calibration information on request, i.e. in case target
tuning information for generating a predetermined target
wavelength is required.

In extreme examples, e.g. if a known type of tunable
optical transmitters is used in all ONUs 9¢2, the calculation
and, as the case may be, the storage of the corrected
wavelength dependency and the determination of the target
tuning information may also be effected by the detection unit
33 (e.g. on request of the respective ONU). In other words,
the functionality of the tuning information generating unit as
regards the storage and/or determining the calibration infor-
mation or target tuning information may either be fully
realized in the ONU or in the OLT or distributed over both
the ONU and the OLT.

Once the tunable optical transceiver 35 is activated to
transmit at the target wavelength (preferably without sweep-
ing the wavelength over a wavelength range used by other
optical upstream channel signals), a fine tuning process may
be carried out as known by a person skilled in the art. This
process may be carried out once, continuously or on request.
FIG. 1 shows, for each PtP transmission link, a further
optical power splitter 57 and a fine tuning detection unit 59
provided in the optical path of the respective optical
upstream channel signal. The fine tuning detection unit 59 is
adapted to gather or determine information whether or not
the respective upstream channel signal matches the center
wavelength of the dedicated optical channel defined by the
cyclic 8-skip-0 AWG 25 with sufficient accuracy or merely
determines information concerning the optical power of the
optical upstream channel signal actually created. This infor-
mation is supplied to the respective transceiver 23 and
transmitted to the dedicated ONU 9¢2 as explained above in
connection with the information concerning the calibration
information.

The tuning information generating unit (53 in FIG. 2) may
then use this information in order to fine-tune the wave-
length to the desired target wavelength applying any suitable
known method.

If the detection unit 33 comprises a full optical spectrum
analyzer or an optical filter having the same filter properties
as the multiplexing/demultiplexing device 25 (as regards the
upstream signals), the fine tuning process may, of course, be
carried out by using the detection unit 33 instead of addi-
tional fine tuning detection units 59.

It shall be noted that not only tunable optical transmitters
in the ONUs may be calibrated using the above-explained
method and devices. It is of course also possible to use such
inexpensive tunable optical transmitters in the OLT trans-
ceivers 23. However, if a wavelength-sensitive multiplex-
ing/demultiplexing device 25 is used in the OLT, the hazard
of creating an optical downstream channel signal that inter-
feres with other channel signals is already avoided by the
properties of the multiplexing/demultiplexing device 25.
However, if a cyclic multiplexing/demultiplexing device 25
like a cyclic AWG is used, it might happen that a not
correctly calibrated tunable optical transmitter in an OLT
transceiver 23 creates an optical signal that does not lie
within the correct order of the multiplexing/demultiplexing
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device 25. If this is to be avoided (e.g. as the higher order
channels are used for other purposes and/or by another
transceiver connected to a further, but identical multiplex-
ing/demultiplexing device), a corresponding calibration pro-
cess and respective device can be implemented within the
OLT 21.

In this case, it is possible to tap off the respective optical
downstream signal from the optical path before the multi-
plexing/demultiplexing device 25 and to determine the cali-
bration information necessary to correct the nominal wave-
length dependency for the individual tunable optical
transceiver.

The fine tuning may then be effected by using a further
fine tuning detection unit 61, which receives an optical
downstream channel signal tapped off in the optical path of
the downstream optical WDM signal, as shown in FIG. 1.

In general, the method and device according to the
invention mal also be integrated in a transceiver module
including the detection unit 33 (which in this case is used to
detect the single optical signal created by the respective
tunable optical transmitter, only). However, in an WDM-
PON it is preferred to use a centralized detection unit in
order to save costs.

Irrespective of the detailed embodiment, the invention
enables the use of low-cost, merely coarsely calibrated
tunable optical transmitters within WDM systems by pro-
viding a method and device for calibrating the tunable
optical transmitter with sufficient accuracy without interfer-
ence with other channel signals (guided in the same direc-
tion) so that the tunable optical transmitter can be switched
to a predetermined target wavelength with sufficient accu-
racy.

As used herein, whether in the above description or the
following claims, the terms “comprising,” “including,” “car-
rying,” “having,” “containing,” “involving,” and the like are
to be understood to be open-ended, that is, to mean including
but not limited to. Any use of ordinal terms such as “first,”
“second,” “third,” etc., in the claims to modify a claim
element does not by itself connote any priority, precedence,
or order of one claim element over another, or the temporal
order in which acts of a method are performed. Rather,
unless specifically stated otherwise, such ordinal terms are
used merely as labels to distinguish one claim element
having a certain name from another element having a same
name (but for use of the ordinal term).

The above described preferred embodiments are intended
to illustrate the principles of the invention, but not to limit
the scope of the invention. Various other embodiments and
modifications to these preferred embodiments may be made
by those skilled in the art without departing from the scope
of the present invention.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method for tuning a tunable optical transmitter to a
target wavelength, the tunable optical transmitter being
included in a plurality of optical transmitters connected to a
first end of an optical WDM transmission link, the method
comprising:

(a) supplying at least one tuning signal to the tunable
optical transmitter to control the tunable optical trans-
mitter to create an optical calibration signal according
to nominal tuning information comprising at least one
parameter of the at least one tuning signal, wherein
(1) the optical calibration signal has a wavelength lying

within a secure wavelength range which excludes
any optical channel wavelength range predefined for
transmitting an optical channel signal by another one
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of' the plurality of optical transmitters in the direction
of the optical calibration signal over the WDM
transmission link, and

(ii) the nominal tuning information is determined from
a known nominal wavelength dependency character-
izing the wavelength dependency of the tunable
optical transmitter on the at least one parameter of
the at least one tuning signal;

(b) determining calibration information by directly or
indirectly measuring, within the secure wavelength
range, a deviation between an actual wavelength
dependency of the tunable optical transmitter and the
nominal wavelength dependency; and

(c) controlling the tunable optical transmitter to create an
optical channel signal according to target tuning infor-
mation which is determined from a corrected nominal
wavelength dependency corrected with respect to the
nominal wavelength dependency based on the calibra-
tion information, the optical channel signal having a
wavelength within a predetermined acceptable toler-
ance to the target wavelength.

2. The method of claim 1 wherein the calibration infor-
mation is determined by directly or indirectly measuring a
deviation between the actual wavelength of the optical
calibration signal and a respective nominal wavelength
which should have been achieved according to the nominal
wavelength dependency.

3. The method of claim 2 wherein the calibration infor-
mation is determined for at least two points of the nominal
wavelength dependency, wherein the optical tunable trans-
mitter is controlled, in succeeding steps, to create the optical
calibration signal according to tuning information compris-
ing a respective number of different values for the at least
one parameter of the at least one tuning signal.

4. The method of claim 1 wherein the calibration infor-
mation is determined by:

(a) varying at least one parameter of the tuning signal
applied to control the tunable optical transmitter until
the optical calibration signal reaches a predetermined
wavelength; and

(b) determining the deviation between the actual value of
the at least parameter at which the predetermined
wavelength has been reached and a respective nominal
value of the at least parameter at which the predeter-
mined wavelength should have been reached according
to the nominal wavelength dependency.

5. The method of claim 1 wherein the calibration infor-
mation is determined using a detection unit provided at a
second end of the optical WDM transmission link, and
further including transmitting the measuring results or infor-
mation including processed measuring results from the
second end of the optical WDM transmission link to the first
end of the optical WDM transmission link.

6. The method of claim 1 further including performing a
fine tuning process after having controlled the tunable
optical transmitter to create the optical channel signal, the
fine tuning process comprising continuously or in predeter-
mined time intervals or as a response to predetermined
trigger events, maximizing the optical power of the optical
channel signal created by the tunable optical transmitter by
varying the tuning information supplied to the tunable
optical transmitter.

7. A tuning control device for a respective tunable optical
transmitter in an optical WDM system where the WDM
system includes a plurality of optical transmitters connected
to a first end of an optical WDM transmission link, the
tuning control device including:
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(a) a tuning information generating unit configured to

(1) supply at least one first tuning signal to the respec-
tive tunable optical transmitter to control the respec-
tive tunable optical transmitter to create at least one
optical calibration signal according to nominal tun-
ing information comprising at least one parameter of
the at least one first tuning signal, and

(i1) supply at least one second tuning signal to the
respective tunable optical transmitter to control the
respective tunable optical transmitter to create an
optical channel signal according to target tuning
information, the optical channel signal having a
wavelength within a predetermined acceptable tol-
erance to a target wavelength for the respective
tunable optical transmitter;

(b) a detection unit configured to identify the wavelength
of the at least one optical calibration signal;

(c) wherein the optical calibration signal has a wavelength
lying within a secure wavelength range which excludes
any optical channel wavelength range predefined for
transmitting an optical channel signal by another one of
the plurality of optical transmitters in the direction of
the optical calibration signal over the WDM transmis-
sion link, and the nominal tuning information is deter-
mined from a known nominal wavelength dependency
characterizing the wavelength dependency of the
respective tunable optical transmitter on the at least one
parameter of the at least one first tuning signal; and

(d) wherein the target tuning information is determined
from calibration information which is obtained based
on the wavelength of the at least one optical calibration
signal identified by the detection unit.

8. The tuning control device of claim 7 wherein the
calibration information is determined by directly or indi-
rectly measuring a deviation between the actual wavelength
of the optical calibration signal and a respective nominal
wavelength which should have been achieved according to
the nominal wavelength dependency.

9. The tuning control device of claim 8 wherein the
calibration information is determined for at least two points
of the nominal wavelength dependency, wherein the respec-
tive tunable optical transmitter is controlled, in succeeding
steps, to create the optical calibration signal according to
nominal tuning information comprising a respective number
of different values for the at least one parameter of the at
least one tuning signal.

10. The tuning control device of claim 7 wherein the
calibration information is determined by:

(a) varying at least one parameter of the first tuning signal
applied to control the respective tunable optical trans-
mitter until the calibration signal reaches a predeter-
mined wavelength; and

(b) determining the deviation between the actual value of
the at least parameter at which the predetermined
wavelength has been reached and a respective nominal
value of the at least parameter at which the predeter-
mined wavelength should have been reached according
to the nominal wavelength dependency.

11. The tuning control device of claim 7 wherein the
calibration information is determined using the detection
unit provided at a second end of the optical WDM trans-
mission link.

12. The tuning control device of claim 7 wherein the
tuning information generating unit is configured to perform
a fine tuning process after having controlled the respective
tunable optical transmitter to create the optical channel
signal, the fine tuning process comprising continuously or in
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predetermined time intervals or as a response to predeter-
mined trigger events, maximizing the optical power of the
optical channel signal created by the respective tunable
optical transmitter by varying the tuning information sup-
plied to the respective tunable optical transmitter.
13. An optical WDM system comprising:
(a) at least one optical line terminal arranged at a second
end of an optical WDM transmission link;
(b) a plurality of optical node units arranged at a first end
of the WDN transmission link, each respective optical
node unit being connected to a respective channel port
of the at least one optical line terminal so as to facilitate
respective bidirectional communications between that
respective optical node unit and the at least one optical
line terminal, the bidirectional communication between
a respective optical node unit and the at least one
optical line terminal being effected with a respective
downstream optical channel signal from the at least one
optical line terminal to the respective optical node unit
and a respective upstream optical channel signal from
the respective optical node unit to the at least one
optical line terminal;
(c) each optical node unit includes a respective first
optical transceiver and the at least one optical line
terminal includes a plurality of second optical trans-
ceivers, each of the second optical transceivers defining
one of the channel ports of the at least one optical line
terminal, at least one of the first optical transceivers or
second optical transceivers including a tunable optical
transmitter;
(d) a tuning information generating unit configured to
(1) supply at least one first tuning signal to the tunable
optical transmitter to control the tunable optical
transmitter to create at least one optical calibration
signal according to nominal tuning information com-
prising at least one parameter of the at least one first
tuning signal, and

(i1) supply at least one second tuning signal to the
tunable optical transmitter to control the tunable
optical transmitter to create a respective optical
channel signal according to target tuning informa-
tion, the respective optical channel signal having a
wavelength within a predetermined acceptable tol-
erance to a target wavelength for the tunable optical
transmitter;

(e) a detection unit configured to identify the wavelength
of the at least one optical calibration signal;

() wherein the optical calibration signal has a wavelength
lying within a secure wavelength range which excludes
any optical channel wavelength range predefined for
transmitting optical channel signals by another one of
the optical transceivers in the direction of the calibra-
tion signal over the WDM transmission link, and the
nominal tuning information is determined from a
known nominal wavelength dependency characterizing
the wavelength dependency of the tunable optical trans-
mitter on the at least one parameter of the at least one
first tuning signal; and

(g) wherein the target tuning information is determined
from calibration information which is obtained based
on the wavelength of the at least one optical calibration
signal identified by the detection unit.

14. The optical WDM system of claim 13 wherein the
tuning information generating unit comprises a dedicated
tuning information generating unit included in an optical
transceiver unit which includes the tunable optical transmit-
ter.
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15. The optical WDM system of claim 13 further includ-
ing an optical splitter device provided at the first end of the
optical WDM transmission link for connecting the plurality
of optical node units to the optical WDM transmission link,
the optical splitter device having a common port connected
to the first end of the optical WDM transmission link and a
plurality of splitting ports each connected to a respective one
of the optical node units.

16. The optical WDM system of claim 13 wherein the
tunable optical transmitter is included in one of the first
optical transceivers and further including a tapping unit
arranged at the second end of the optical WDM transmission
link within the optical path of an optical WDM signal
comprising the optical calibration and channel signals that
are created by the tunable optical transmitter, and wherein
the detection unit is provided at the second end of the optical
WDM transmission link and is connected to a tapping port
of the tapping unit.

17. The optical WDM system of claim 16 wherein the
detection unit is connected to or comprised within the at
least one optical line terminal and the respective first optical
transceiver which includes the respective tunable optical
transmitter is connected to the tuning information generating
unit, and wherein the detection unit and the optical line
terminal are configured to transmit the measurement infor-
mation to at least the optical node unit comprising the
respective first transceiver which includes the respective
tunable optical transmitter to be tuned, and that respective
first transceiver is configured to receive the calibration
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information and to supply the calibration information to the
tuning information generating unit.

18. The optical WDM system of claim 13 wherein the at
least one optical line terminal further includes a multiplex-
ing and demultiplexing device configured to multiplex the
downstream optical channel signals created by the second
optical transceivers and to demultiplex the optical WDM
signal including the upstream optical channel signals created
by the first optical transceivers, the multiplexing and demul-
tiplexing device defining respective optical channels for the
downstream and upstream optical channel signals.

19. The optical WDM system of claim 18 wherein the
multiplexing and demultiplexing device comprises at least
one arrayed waveguide grating having a plurality of channel
ports and a WDM port, the WDM port receiving the
upstream optical WDM signal and each of the channel ports
supplying the respective upstream optical channel signal
created by a respective one of the first transceivers to a
dedicated second optical transceiver.

20. The optical WDM system of claim 19 wherein the
arrayed waveguide grating is a cyclic arrayed waveguide
grating having a given free spectral range between the
optical channels that are assigned to the same of N channel
ports and a given frequency spacing between respective
neighboring optical channels, the cyclic arrayed waveguide
grating comprising a cyclic N-skip-zero arrayed waveguide
grating having a free spectral range that equals N times the
frequency spacing.



